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Sunday Festival of Corpus Christi 
25 May, 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The bread that we break, is it not 

a participation in the body of Christ?” 

Corpus Christi – Body of Christ 
 

A Festival of Thanksgiving for the Gift of the Eucharist 
 

On Maundy Thursday we remember the Last Supper of our 
Lord as the first of the great moments of his life-giving death 
and resurrection. That first service of the Three Holy Days 
Easter is dominated by the horrific death, which he predicted 
and explained during that Supper. 
 
Today’s festival is not dominated by those somber events – it 
is a joyful celebration of the Eucharist as the integral part of 
our life in our Christian journey. Christ is the Eucharist - it is 
how He sustains us and feeds us on our pilgrimage. 
However, what is it that really sustains you – your very inmost 
being? In theory we would say as Christians that it is the life of 
Christ – but is that the truth? Could it be your work, TV, sport, 
diet? Of course there is nothing wrong with these things in 
themselves, but the problem is when we make them the very 
centre of our lives. In the language of the Bible these are the 
false idols we put into the centre of our lives to replace the 
Living God. 
 
We need to listen to the words of Christ again in today’s 
Gospel reading: Jesus offers us the bread of life so that we can 
become more like him as He becomes a part of us. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au/
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Doctrine of Transubstantiation? 
Probably this teaching has caused more problems than it has 
solved. It certainly has caused major divisions in Christendom. 
But why the problem, because for 1200 years there was no 
divisions about the understanding what the Eucharist 
signified?  
The problem came when the Western church shifted its whole 
philosophical basis from that of Plato to Aristotle. In the 
thought of Plato there is a relationship between universal and 
particular. To put it more simply, the focus is on the idea of 
the participation of one in the other. This does not mean that 
the Early Church was Platonists, but that Plato’s category of 
thinking was helpful in describing and exploring the language 
of the Bible. A good example of this is in the teaching of our 
Lord; “Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƳŜέΣ άΦΦΦȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
you are in me and I in you.έ We also use such imagery from St 
Paul in our worship “We who are many one body, for we all 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ōǊŜŀŘΦέ 
This way of describing spiritual reality was also helpful in 
explaining the Eucharist. The bread and wine of the altar is 
also, because of the action of the Holy Spirit that 
accomplishes for us the words of Christ, the very life and 
presence of Christ.  
However, this way of thinking was swept away in Western 
Christendom by the revolution of thinking. This was the 
rediscovery of the writings of Aristotle. In this way of thinking 
realities may not participate one in the other. Each substance 
was a reality in itself – each is separate. So bread can only be 
bread and nothing else. This posed a problem in describing 

the Eucharist. Thomas Aquinas redefined it by saying that the 
substance of bread ceased to be, it became another substance 
– the Body of Christ - hence the word Transubstantiation. 
The full impact of this thinking, however, is what it does to 
describe our Christian journey, our participation in the life of 
Christ, and our mutual belonging to each other. What 
happens to the Christian understanding of a human being as a 
composition of body, living soul, and spirit? In ordinary 
everyday life we live in a world that denies that reality. Your 
spiritual life is your own feelings or neurosis that has no 
concrete truth for anybody else. Individualism, as seen on our 
news each night is about ‘my rights’, ‘my privileges’, ‘I am in 
control of my destiny and reject any restraints’. The 
consequences are a loss of community and communion, 
words not in the language of Aristotle. 
Though there are Anglicans who accept the doctrine of 
transubstantiation is not part of the Anglican heritage. The 
preference is to avoid tight descriptions and definitions 
favoured by the Roman Catholic tradition. The 39 Articles of 
Religion condemns the teaching, whilst struggling to explain 
the teaching of the Early Church in a form of expression that 
has difficulty conveying it. The key phrase is quote from St 
Paul ‘the bread which we break is a partaking of the Body of 
Christ’. Here we see a desire to accept that two realities 
participate. Just in the same way as we remain and keep our 
unique identity, as we become more and more like the Christ, 
whose body and blood we partake of in the bread of life and 
the cup of eternal blessing. 
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Be manna in the desert, 

Our souls crave you, our food. 

 

Not a side-dish, salad or dessert. 

The main course. 

 

Nourish our bodies and souls 

with your body and soul, 

O Christ,  
 

and let us live 

forever 

with 

you 
 

and lavish 

your love on each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trash & Treasure and Breakfast BBQ 
Saturday 12 July 8am at Camp Hill. 
Sort through your wanted items for sale 

 

PARISH SOCIAL EVENTS & FUND RAISERS 
CHANT Wine Night  

Saturday 31st May 7pm at Norman Park.  
Wine, Nibbles, Coffee & art exhibition by local artist Debra Hood.  

Tickets $15. All very welcome. 

RSVP in the Folder provided 
 

Ϧ{ƻŎƪ Lǘ ¢ƻ ¸ƻǳέ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ bƻǿ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
ALL AUSTRALIAN MADE woollen socks, under-blankets, cards & 

wrapping paper, toys & gifts. Parish can receive profits from $1-$15. 
 

 
Will Power 
Two years ago, when the Parish faced severe financial difficulties 
because of the need to carry out an extensive programme of 
repairs and maintenance, it was a bequest that saved the parish. 
Without that bequest the wish of the Diocesan Treasurer to close 
the Parish would have gone ahead. Since then our finances have 
improved because of the Planned Giving Programme, fund raising 
and a tight watch on expenditure. Bequests are administered by 
the Diocesan Council and only release funds that are fully justified. 
Some bequests can only be used as investment capital to earn 
income. We would invite you to consider such a bequest for the 
long-term future of the Parish.  
Bequest Wording for the Parish  
I give and bequeath the sum of $...(or the rest and residue of my 
estate) to The Corporation of the Synod of the Diocese of Brisbane 
for the general charitable and religious purposes of the Parish of 
Eastern Hills Anglicans (Camp Hill with Norman Park) and the 
receipt of the Diocesan Registrar shall be a sufficient discharge to 
my Executor or Trustee. 
 
 

http://www.cruzblanca.org/hermanoleon/byn/rc/eu19.gif
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.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ±ƛǎƛǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ мп {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ for 
Admission to Communion, Admission to the Anglican Church 

& Confirmation. 
Please take a form today so that preparation may begin soon. 
Adults who wish to be admitted to the Anglican Church or 
Confirmed will be given a series of studies to read with 
occasional meetings. The study is called “This is our Faith” and 
will approximately cost $20. The young will have a booklet 
called “Faith Confirmed”, which will be $29, copies are now 
available. The young to be confirmed will meet on a regular 
basis. In all cases evidence of Baptism is required for those 
not baptised at Camp Hill or Norman Park 
 
Julian Meeting & Bible Studies 
A rethink of these two spiritual aids to the Christian journey is 
due. It may be possible to run these during the day as well as 
evening sessions. 
You can indicate what would be helpful to you in the folder 
provided. 
 
Fr Martyn on retreat from Monday to Friday. For any 
emergencies please contact Fr John Campbell 3398 1912 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

Regular Sunday Services 
8am Family Service 

Easy to follow PowerPoint Service 
with Crèche & Sunday School 

9.30am Sung Eucharist 
Contact Details 
mailbag@easternhillsanglicans.com.au  or 
rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

(07) 3398-5944, 0418 177 785 

Centres  
101 Watson Street Camp Hill QLD 4152 (Parish Postal Address) 
40 Agnew street Norman Park 
 

Items for this information sheet need to be e-mailed to Fr Martyn  
by midday on Thursday.  
 

Hall Bookings  Go to web page www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
   check the Hall Bookings Calendar for availability and  
   then E-mail request to: 
   rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
Wardens:   Damien Colbert 3398 6680, Alistair Read 3899 0967 

   E-mails: damien_and_lyndal@iinet.net.au,  

                  afread99@yahoo.com.au 
Treasurer:   Lyndal Colbert same as Damien Colbert 

COPYRIGHT DETAILS FOR:WORSHIP BOOKS & THE SUNDAY HYMNS & SONGS, 
READINGS FOR THE MASS & INFORMATION SHEET & POWERPOINT PRESENATION 

Any items reproduced are for the worship purposes of Eastern Hills Anglicans.  
Not for sale or reproduced. 

Worship Licenses: CAL (Copyright Agency Limited) Worship Licence W 2143.CCLI (Christian Copyright 
Licensing International). Church Copyright Licence 204661. Broughton Publishing Worship Licence 

2008/279 for the text of A Prayer Book for Australia. Broughton Publishing 1995. 
Acknowledgements for material allowed to be used for worship and not for profit 

Bible Versions: New American Bible Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the U.S.A, 2nd typical 
edition, Copyright © 2001, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 

Occasional poetry on the readings from The Centre for Liturgy of St Louis University, USA 
Clip Art Publications: Free clip art by Hermanaleon, Franscicanos de Cruz Blanca, Spain. 

Purchased clip art from: Sundays & Solemnities by Liturgy Training Publications, USA.  
Living Liturgy by Liturgical Press Collegeville www.litpress.org 
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