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of the Annunciation 

13 April, 2008 
 

 
 

 

Dedication Festivals & Patronal Festivals 
In life of the Early Church, during the Roman Imperial 
persecution, many Christians were martyred for their faith. 
When freedom came it became a local practice to make a 
pilgrimage to the graves of the martyrs, or to the spot where 
they were killed. We even have early sermons preached on 
those occasions, which make it clear that the Eucharist was 
celebrated on top of the grave. In some cases a church or 
chapel was erected and the church dedicated to the local 
saint. From this practice the dedicating of churches and 
cathedrals began and the holding of an annual festival. Soon 
the Church Calendar of Saints evolved to record all these 
dates and festivals. 
As the Church expanded it became customary to dedicate a 
church to a saint, even if there was no local saint or martyr’s 
grave. Another custom arose at that time to dedicate a church 
to a significant event recorded in the Bible. Both churches in 
our parish have such a dedication: at Camp Hill it is the 
Annunciation to Mary - and at Norman Park it is the 
Transfiguration of the Lord.  
Complication of Dates 
As we traditionally keep the birth of the Lord on the 25th 
December, it was logical to keep the conception of Jesus nine 
months before on the 25th March. Our problem is that this 
normally falls during Lent and Holy Week, which takes 
priority, so we and other churches, with the same dedication, 
have to move our festival to Eastertide. 
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Mary in the Life of the Anglican Church 
At the Reformation in the 16th Century many of the reforming 
churches removed all traces of the previous 1600 hundred 
years of Christianity and the tradition of the Church. This 
violent reaction was revulsion of the corruption of the late 
medieval church which began around 1378 and came to its 
climax with the abuses of the six popes, between 1470 to 
1530 - including murder and incest!. Any reading of this 
history explains the absolute need for the Reformation. 
However, the problem was that much that was of value 
became the baby that was thrown out with the medieval bath 
water. The reaction in England was not as severe. So not 
everything was removed. The reformed Book of Common 
Prayer of 1549 and 1552 retained many of the traditions that 
were still of important to the Christian faith. Among them was 
many of the feast days associated with the Mother of Christ, 
because these were events recorded in Scripture. Yet the 
stormy history of England fighting Catholic countries between 
16th and 18th Century made anything similar to Catholicism 
suspect. None-the-less the churches dedicated to Mary and 
her feast days remained until their revival in the early 19th 
Century. This was accompanied with the reform of worship 
and the revival of religious orders. Women also fought for 
their rightful place in the Church through these orders and 
through the rise of women’s groups like the Mothers Union, 
who took the Virgin Mary as their patron. 
From 1960 relationships between the Roman Catholic and 
Anglican churches has opened up. Over the last 25 years 
issues of difference have been officially examined. In most 
cases it was found the differences were about the language of 

used: saying the same thing but using different philosophical 
vocabulary. The last official dialogue the agreed document 
Mary: Hope and Grace in Christ, came to a common ground of 
understanding of the place of Mary in the Church:  
ά¢ƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎ aŀǊȅ ŀǎ 
the handmaid of the Lord, who providentially prepared by 
divine grace to be the Mother of the Redeemer. Her 
ǳƴǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ Ŏŀƴ 
ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ Ψ!ƳŜƴΩ ƛƴ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨȅŜǎΩ ƻŦ DƻŘέΦ (From the Agreed Statement). 
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Parish Social Events & Fund Raisers 
CHANT Wine Night  

7 pm Saturday 31st May  at Norman Park.  
Wine, Nibbles, Coffee & art exhibition by local artist Debra 

Hood. Tickets $15. All very welcome. 
 

Trash & Treasure, Cake Stall, Breakfast BBQ 
Saturday 12 July 8am at Camp Hill. 

Items needed for sale. Workers needed to help organise & to 
work on the day. Organising meeting to be called soon. This 
will be our major fundraiser for 2008. 

 
Easter Wine Raffle To Be Drawn Today. 

Tickets still available, only $1. Prizes a choice of a $50 voucher 
from "Botanical Grace" Home wares or Magnums of wine. 
 

Fr Martyn & Catherine Away Last Week 
Fr Martyn and Catherine had to dash off last week to Bright in 
NE Victoria. Fr Martyn’s uncle Chris died last Sunday and Fr 
Martyn conducted the service at All Saints Church in Bright. 
Thanks to Wardens and Lyndal, who handled business matters 
as they arose, and to Fr John Campbell who was available for 
any emergencies. 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
This is traditionally observed in the week leading up to 
Pentecost which, this year Sunday is on Sunday 11 May. Fr 
Martyn will meet with the Roman Catholic and Uniting Church 
leaders this week to organise the event. This year it will be at 
the Uniting Church. 

 
www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

 

Regular Sunday Services 
8am Family Service 

Easy to follow PowerPoint Service 
with Crèche & Sunday School 

9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 

Contact Details 
mailbag@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

(07) 3398-5944, 0418 177 785 
 

The Safe Ministry Statement 
on the Notice Board 
 

Centres 
101 Watson Street Camp Hill QLD 4152 (Parish Postal Address) 
40 Agnew street Norman Park 

 
Items for this information sheet need to be e-mailed to Fr Martyn  
by midday on Thursday.  
 

Hall Bookings  E-mail: rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
Wardens:   Damien Colbert 3398 6680, Alistair Read 3899 0967 

   E-mails: damien_and_lyndal@iinet.net.au,  

                  afread99@yahoo.com.au 
Treasurer:   Lyndal Colbert same as Damien Colbert 
 

Low gluten communion wafers  
These are available for those with celiac difficulties. If you would like 
to use these please mention this to the priest before the mass. 

mailto:mailbag@easternhillsanglicans.com.au
mailto:rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au
mailto:damien_and_lyndal@iinet.net.au
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COPYRIGHT DETAILS FOR:WORSHIP BOOKS & THE SUNDAY HYMNS & SONGS, READINGS FOR THE 
MASS & INFORMATION SHEET & POWERPOINT PRESENATION 

Any items reproduced are for the worship purposes of Eastern Hills Anglicans.  
Not for sale or reproduced. 

Worship Licenses: CAL (Copyright Agency Limited) Worship Licence W 2143.CCLI (Christian 
Copyright Licensing International). Church Copyright Licence 204661. Broughton Publishing 
Worship Licence 2008/279 for the text of A Prayer Book for Australia. Broughton Publishing 

1995. 
Acknowledgements for material allowed to be used for worship and not for profit 

Bible Versions: New American Bible Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the U.S.A, 
2

nd
 typical edition, Copyright © 2001, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 

Lectionaries and Book of the Gospels available from: 
Liturgical Press Collegeville www.litpress.org &  

Liturgy Training Publications www.ltp.or 
Online NAB daily readings and podcast www.usccb.org/nab 

Occasional poetry on the readings from The Centre for Liturgy of St Louis University, USA 
Icons by Fr Andrew Tregubov www.iconmotif.com for information, gallery and orders 

Clip Art Publications: Free clip art by Hermanaleon, Franscicanos de Cruz Blanca, Spain. 
Purchased clip art from: Sundays & Solemnities by Liturgy Training Publications, USA.  

Living Liturgy by Liturgical Press Collegeville www.litpress.org 
Seiger Köder: Art & Inspiration Pauline Books & Media UK, www.pauline –uk.org 

http://www.litpress.org/
http://www.ltp.or/
http://www.iconmotif.com/
http://www.litpress.org/
http://www.pauline/

