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Festival of the Ascension
3 May, 2008

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth."

The Festival of the Ascension of the Lord

This Sunday celebrates the Ascension of Jesus — but how do we
describe the event in our day. After all we have an understanding
of the cosmos that is not the same as the Gospel writers.
Obviously, the risen Jesus did not simply walk off into the sunset!
Equally we find it hard to believe the literal interpretation depicted
by so many mediaeval images of feet dangling from a cloud. Yet
the extraordinary way Jesus disappeared from the disciples’ sight
somehow did compel their attention. They were transfixed. This
person — living, crucified, and risen — always enticed, intrigued,
captivated, drawing all people to himself. But, as the angel stated
to the Disciples, reminding them of the Lord’s own words - there is
no point gazing into heaven. He is much closer to us now.

And Images of the Lord’s Ascension

Artistic portrayals of the Lord’s Ascension, even the great ones by
the Renaissance artists, are never fully satisfactory — some are just
plain ridiculous. There was one image ‘Googled’ from the web, in
which we have an aerial view Jesus, like a Polaris rocket shooting
up and the disciples below him staring up at the divine missile.
Somehow this evangelical Christian image only makes sense if you
are into the flat earth cosmology (See the image on the next
page!). The problem is in assuming the Gospel language used to
describe the event is literal rather than symbolic/theological. The
Ascension is another dimension of the Resurrection of Christ. The
Risen Christ is also the glorified Christ, who takes our humanity
into the Divine life. We also need to remember the Gospels of the
previous weeks in which Christ’s departure is transposed against
his statements to be with and in the Christian Community — the
Community of the Resurrection. lkons do not pretend to be a
photograph of the Ascension. They portray the Church in the
images of Mary and the Disciples under the reign of the Risen
Christ, who is present in the life and ministry of the Risen Christ.


http://www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au/

We have liftoff!

Christians in Iraq.
The Christian population belong mainly to an ancient Christian
Church known as the Assyrian, Chaldean or Syriac. These predate
the Islamic invasion, but have suffered for centuries after it. Now
they are being deliberately targeted for elimination — a fact
recognized by the UN agency for human rights. Buildings are being
blown up and clergy assassinated, with the Archbishop of Mosul
being their recent and greatest prize. The Christian population is
rapidly diminishing as they flee the country for exile rather than be
forcibly converted to Islam.

Men of Galilee,
why are you standing there
looking at the sky?

Next Parish Council 7.30pm

PARISH SOCIAL EVENTS & FUND RAISERS
CHANT Wine Night
Saturday 31st May 7pm at Norman Park.

Wine, Nibbles, Coffee & art exhibition by local artist Debra Hood. Tickets
$15. All very welcome.

Trash & Treasure, Cake Stall, Breakfast BBQ
Saturday 12 July 8am at Camp Hill.
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Also
Items needed for sale.
Workers needed to help organise & to work on the day.
Organising meeting to be called soon.
This will be our major fundraiser for 2008.

Planning Meeting for the July Trash & Treasure
Next Sundayll May at the morning tea break 89am
,(Inducement to comes provided is a special cake!)

Parish Picnic
Sunday 25 May

Mount Cotton Rainforest Gardens
with views of Moreton Bay
RSVP Sheet on the entrance table

Mass at the 11am
This will be followed by a BBQ, sausages provided or BYO your own
meat and liquid refreshments.
The entry to the garden is $5.00 for adults, infants & school age children
free.
Getting there: 196 Mount View Road Mt Cotton —right at the end of the
road. Brisway Map 584 H19 UBD Map 224 L15. See also their web page
www.rainforestgardens.com.au

THIS WEEK



Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

The Christian Churches of Camp Hill
7pm Thursday 8 May

St Thomas’ Roman Catholic Church
Perth Street.

Bring a plate of food to share
s
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Regular Sunday Services
8am Family Service
Easy to follow PowerPoint Service
with Creche & Sunday School
9.30am Sung Eucharist

Contact Details
mailbag@easternhillsanglicans.com.au or

rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au
(07) 3398-5944, 0418 177 785

Centres
101 Watson Street Camp Hill QLD 4152 (Parish Postal Address)
40 Agnew street Norman Park
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Items for this information sheet neetb be emailed to Fr Martyn

by midday on Thursday.
Hall Bookings E-mail: rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au
Wardens: Damien Colbert 3398 6680, Alistair Read 3899 0967
E-mails: damien_and_lyndal@iinet.net.au,
afread99@yahoo.com.au
Treasurer: Lyndal Colbert same as Damien Colbert

COPYRIGHT DETAILS FOR:WORSHIP BOOKS & THE SUNDAY HYMNS & SONGS, REALC
FOR THE MASS & INFORMATION SHEET & POWERPOINT PRESENATION
Any items reproduced are for the worship purposes of Eastern Hills Anglicans.
Not for sale or reproduced.
Worship License<AL (Copyright Agency Limited) Worship Licence W 2143.CCLI (Christian
Copyright Licensing International). Church Copyright Licence 204661. Broughton Publishing
Worship Licence 2008/279 for the text of A Prayer Book for Australia. Broughton Publishing
1995.

Acknowledgements for material allowed to be used for worship and not for profit
Bible Versions: New American Bible Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the U.S.A,
2 typical edition, Copyright © 2001, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine.
Occasional poetry on the readings from The Centre for Liturgy of St Louis University, USA
Clip Art Publications:

Free clip art by Hermanaleon, Franscicanos de Cruz Blanca, Spain.
Purchased clip art from: Sundays & Solemnities by Liturgy Training Publications, USA.
Living Liturgy by Liturgical Press Collegeville www.litpress.org

Additional Copyright Material for this Week
God who is everywhere present on earth: © 1987 The lona Community
Psalm 47: © 1998 Kevin Mayhew Ltd
Hail the risen Christ, ascending: © 2002 Kevin Mayhew Ltd
Christ triumphant, ever reigning: © Michael Saward/Jubilate Hymns
Front page article adapted and edited from “Sunday by Sunday” p43, 2007 RSCM

Low gluten communion wafers
These are available for those with celiac difficulties. If you would like to
use these please mention this to the priest before the mass
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