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Community Information
25 April 2010
Parish Festival of the Annunciation

& ANZAC Day
9.30am Sunday Eucharist

Welcome

We have two commemorations today. First is our own parish church’s
dedication: The Annunciation of the Lord to the Virgin Mary. It is a
mouthful and hence we often abbreviate it to the Church of the
Annunciation. We will hear in detail what that is all about in the Gospel
reading. Yet we should note and understand - this is the Church at its
source, at the moment of its beginning. This is when Christian discipleship
begins with the “Yes” of Mary. It is also ANZAC Day and we will
remember those who died in war at the end of the service.

THIS WEEK Morning Tea Invitation

Wednesday the 28" April at 10.30 a.m.

Do you know that members of our Parish meet once a month for tea and
coffee at East’s League Club, Main Road, Coorparoo? It is a great way to
meet informally and to chat and enjoy each other’s company. Make a note
in your diary and come and join us. Any questions speak to Rita Singleton
3395-2438

Congratulations to Wayne & Robyn Elliott

Wayne and Robyn have just celebrated 25 years of marriage. Though all
anniversaries are a special occasion a twenty-fifth is a special landmark. It
is appropriate that today they will renew their wedding vows

Cursillo

This is Spanish for a course and in this case, Christian life and prayer.
Cursillo has helped many parishioners take hold of their Christian life in a
meaningful way. It may also help you. Speak to Wayne Elliott if you want
information about the cursillo group within the Parish
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Teaching& comments by Fr Martyn:

ANZAC Day & Praying for the Dead.

Most nations have a national day when they remember
those who died during war. In terms of the Second
World War the threat by Imperial Japan was real, just as
Nazi Germany was to Europe. In recent times that clarity
of right and wrong has not been so obvious. However,
our national days have a real weight and significance
because of those who died — regardless of what we may
think about armed forces. Yet as Christians we have an
additional responsibility to pray for the souls of the
departed — but why?

No doubt we all hope to turn out right despite all our failures. However,
there will be few people whose lives are pure and fulfilled in all respects.
And, despite that we would hope, there will be few people whose lives
have become an irredeemable and total No. For the most part, the longing
for good has remained, despite many breakdowns, in some sense
determinative.

Our Christian hope, based on our knowledge of Christ in the Scriptures,
we know that God can pick up the broken pieces and make something of
them. Those who died in the appalling violence of war in the cruelty of
the prison of war camps have a lot of broken pieces and bewilderment.

In any case, we all need cleansing, a cleansing by the loving and purifying
gaze of Christ, whose is able to free us from everything. We believe that
God can put the pieces back together again —
that he can cleanse us in such a way that we
are able to be with him and can stand there in
the fullness of life.

He is the one who strips off from one person
what is unbearable and from another the
inability to bear certain things, so that in each
of them a pure heart is revealed. Our part in
this is our faith and trust in Christ and like the
stretcher-bearers in the Gospel; we bring the
departed to his loving and healing gaze.
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Community Announcements
NEXT SUNDAY Walking Group 3pm Sunday 2 May

Seven Hills Bushland Reserve, meeting in Latina Avenue.
Bring afternoon teas. Brisway ref 540 R1

Bible Reading Fellowship: Renewal of Standing Orders
We have been taking the BRF fellowship notes for over 12 months. The
time has no come to renew our standing order. This will give a chance to
put your name down to have these notes. One parishioner has paid for
an on-line subscription, so there are a variety of ways of taking the
notes, including a large print format. Reading, studying and praying with
the scriptures is an essential part of our spiritual life.

AOOAOT (EITO '1TcCci EAAT O Al
Things on the move. This week we will have the first meeting
of the steering committee to start the process of cooperation
and sharing between our two parishes. Fr Martyn and the
Wardens Alistair Read and Wayne Elliott will represent our
parish. No doubt the first meeting will be a “getting to know
you” session. However, we will also want take soundings on
how we can proceed. The two treasurers have already been
meeting and planning the future. Of course we are eager to
get things on the move but we need to remember that the
Bulimba has a major building project planned and that this is a
major project for them.

Planned Giving Programme

As a parish around 90% of our Sunday giving is by direct debit and
planned giving envelopes. Only 10% in the open plate, all of which is a
sign of a healthy parish and that parishioner take their offering seriously.
Though we are a small community parishioners support donations to the
Camp Hill school chaplaincy and the Leichardt Parish. For that we give
thanks. So in the springtime we will run a planned giving programme as

it is always important to review our giving as part of our Christian living
and discipleship to Christ.
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Veneration of Mary, Mother of the Lord
Today we gather to celebrate the dedication of our
church: The Annunciation to th&firgin Mary. There will
t be hymns & prayers about her & to her. For some that
raises a doubt whether we are doing the right thing.
4 f Certainly, at the Reformation, there was a reaction
against Marian devotion as it appeared to be getting out
of hand. At that time the stances of the churches became
exaggerated. The Catholic Church increased devotion & the Protestants
just about wiped it out just to spite each other— except for our own
Church, which retained many Mary festivals in its worship.
With Christian unity, over the last 60 years things have changed as the
main] ctorghey @ye listefirig o jeagh fother rather than condemning.
Anglicans and Roman Catholics have now been discussing issues officially
for 40 years. Biblical scholarship has also shifted attitudes because;
regardless of what was said about Mary in 1552 it cannot take away from
the authority of Sacred Scripture. Another area is the recovery of the
Early Church’s terminology & theology. One is understanding the big
difference between ‘veneration’ and ‘adoration’ and the two must not be
confused. Adoration is given to God alone. When we read the latest
books of the Old Testament 180BC (See Sirach chapters 44-50, which

begins “Now will | praise those godly men, our ancestors, each in his own

timeX€) we see that the Jewish people had no hesitation in venerating
their great heroes. The same was true of the Early Church, apostles,
bishops & martyrs. These heroes represented the Church at it is heroic
beginnings and they are rightly commemorated. Mary however is the
Church at its source She is both the first to respond to God at the
annunciation and, as Scripture makes clear, the first & greatest disciple of
her Son. Her own knowledge and intimate details about him makes her
like a living Gospel. So it should not be a surprise that one of the earliest
Christian manuscripts, a fragment of papyrus from AD 200-300, is a
prayer addressed to her “Under you protection we take refuge’.
Veneration of Mary is not an innovation of the Middle Ages — it was there
from the beginning. Now we turn to each other and ask for prayer
support and we have a new prayer group — so why not ask her as well?
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