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The Transfiguration of the Lord 

What is it all for, all this fasting, prayer, almsgiving, and 
avoiding temptation?  
It can sound so grim and negative. Today’s Gospel is the answer; we are to 
be transfigured. The Transfiguration of Jesus is not an isolated event that 
applies only to him. What Jesus reveals is the true dignity and glory of every 
human being as the image and likeness of God.  Christ manifests the original 
beauty, and we need to emphasize that is seen in a human body. In the long 
tradition of Christian prayer the body is a beautiful part of God’s creation 
and it is to share in the grace and glory of God. The only difference between 
Jesus and us is that his body and soul is not marred by sin. Neither is his 
mind and heart disordered by sin. So all Christian discipline is a tool, it is the 
means of co-operating with God to restore our true dignity as God’s 
children; his image and likeness. Instead of the whole of our being focused 
on this world and the constant needs of the body we shift it around to be 
focused on our spirit and the Kingdom of Heaven.  
The Christian discipline of prayer, study, and charity is part of this shifting 
process. Physical discipline is to tame our out-of -control passions, which 
does not mean just sex, but any desire, which we place ahead of God. There 
is nothing wrong with champagne and fine food. The problem is when we 
make these things dominate our lives. Like the disciples, we may think that if 
this is the case then no one can be saved. Can we do it? Christ’s answer is 
the same - only with God’s help. All our life therefore is a laying hold of this 
help, this grace as our greatest desire. 

Mistaken Shift in the Lectionary 
In the revision of the Common Lectionary the observance of the 
Transfiguration of the Lord, on The Second Sunday of Lent, was displaced to 
the last Sunday of Epiphany. The shift was a mistake. Historically the Second 
Sunday of Lent is the oldest observance of the Transfiguration in the 
Western Church. However, of more importance, it was kept on this day 
because, as mentioned above, it declared the purpose and aim of Christian 
asceticism and Lenten discipline. Liturgists had made a fundamental mistake 
in Christian Ascetical Theology – a subject not taught in our colleges! 

His face shone like the sun  
and his clothes became white as light. 

http://www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au/


2              Eastern Hills Anglicans: One Community – Two Ways of Worshipping 

The First Readings During Lent 
These follow the pattern of rebellion against God followed by a new 
opportunity in a new covenant. Last week was the rebellion of Adam, which 
is countered in this week’s reading by God’s call to Abraham. Next week it 
will be the rebellion against God and his servant Moses in the desert. A new 
beginning is found in the anointing of King David in the following Sunday. On 
the fifth and last Sunday of Lent we hear the prophecy of Ezekiel telling the 
people that they will be brought back from exile, which will be like raising 
the dead. Of course all of these new attempts and new covenants point 
Christ, the bringer of the New Covenant for all people. 
 

             Julian Meeting 

Starting in 2008 on the Second & Fourth     
 Wednesdays of the Month  
   Next Meeting 27 February 
      7.30pm at Norman Park  

 
 
 
 

   Passover Celebration  
   6pm Sun 16 March at Norman Park 

 

               An Introduction to the  

                     Historical Background  

               of the Last Supper  
   

     RSVP Today  

  Participantsõ Books $10 ð  

  The same book as on previous years 

Instead of doing your Easter food shopping in the big 
supermarkets why not do your spending in your local 
parish? 
Hot Cross Buns, Easter Eggs, Pies, Cakes & Sweets for sale. Order forms on 
the back table. All orders to Robyn Casey (3395 1757) or Janelle Read (3899 
0967) by Sunday 2 March for delivery on Friday 14 March. 
 

Baptism of Lydia Read 
Alistair & Janelle would like to extend an open invitation to the Parish to 
attend the Baptism on Sun 9 March at 11am, we would appreciate an RSVP 
for catering purposes,  
 

Mothering Sunday & Simnel Cake 
Sunday 2 March is the Fourth Sunday of Lent with a commemoration of 
Mothering Sunday and the tradition of blessing the Simnel Cake and giving 
of flowers will be observed. Of course, in this country, Mothers Day in May is 
now the national observance. In the UK Mothering Sunday is the day to 
honour mums. We inherit this as part of our Anglican-English tradition.  
The recipe for Simnel Cake is quite old and is also used in the Orthodox 
Churches, but is blessed for Christmas and Easter. Anyway ς we do need 
someone please to arrange for around 70 portions of cake for this tradition 
and some little bouquets of flowers. 
 

Sermons on the Web Page! 
www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
If there is not enough horror on your regular TV programmes you can now 
go to our web page and see last Sunday’s sermon. The parental lockout 
software is recommended. – Thanks to Alistair Reid who is experimenting 
with this new facility. 
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Extract From the Archbishop’s Letter on 
Apology to the Stolen Generations 
The Archbishop has given important teaching and understanding about the 
Prime Ministers apology to the stolen Generation. 
 

It is hard to overstate the significance of today’s apology to the stolen 
generations delivered in Federal Parliament by the Prime Minister. In April 
1997, in the Bringing Them Home Report of the Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunities Commission, it was recommended: 
That all Australian Parliaments  

1. officially acknowledge the responsibility of their predecessors for the 
laws, policies and practices of forcible removal, 

2. negotiate with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission a 
form of words for official apologies to Indigenous individuals, families 
and communities and extend those apologies with wide and culturally 
appropriate publicity, and 

3. make appropriate reparation as detailed in following 
recommendations... 

Much debate has centred about the responsibility of this generation for 
wrongs perpetrated in the past. But responsibility is complex. It has at least 
two dimensions. I am responsible for the things I do, or fail to do. And I am 
not responsible for the things others do or fail to do. In that sense this 
generation is not responsible for what was done by its forebears to 
indigenous Australians in the past. But I am responsible, where I have the 
capacity to act to change the circumstances of another in a life-giving way, 
to help to set things right. In this way this generation is responsible.  
The voices of our Aboriginal sisters and brothers have told us clearly that an 
honest facing up to the events of the past and an expression of profound 
regret is for them an essential first step on their healing process. The 
Government has chosen to take this step, and for this we applaud them. 
Christians know the central importance of the word sorry. The Christian 
response to wrongs of the past involves three things: Recognition. 
Repentance. Reparation. Christian repentance also requires metanoia – 
turning to face a new direction; embarking on a new path. It is fundamental 
that the circumstances which conspired to produce the stolen generation 

are never allowed to re-occur. We all need to be diligent in addressing 
ongoing disadvantage and injustice. 
 

A Prayer for Reconciliation from  
A Prayer Book for Australia 
 
Lord God,  
bring us together as one, 
reconciled with you and reconciled with each other. 
You made us in your likeness,  
you gave us your Son, Jesus Christ. 
He has given us forgiveness from sin.  
Lord God,  
bring us together as one, 
different in culture, 
but given new life in Jesus Christ,  
together as your body, your Church, your people.  
Lord God, 
bring us together as one,  
reconciled, healed, forgiven,  
sharing you with others as you have called us to do. 
In Jesus Christ, let us be together as one. Amen. 
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Renewal of our Planned Giving 
This is the bread and butter of our finances and for our growth. Last 
year, after our Planned Growth Mission with Ron Cameron, we had an 
increase of $14,000. So there is a lot to be grateful for. 
However, this is really been a catch up process of the previous years of 
decline in both numbers attending and in giving. Giving that is thought 
through, planned, and consistent is what really works for the Parish. 
Planned Giving can be done through the envelope system, or by direct 
debit into the Parish accounts. For direct debits Speak to the Parish 
Treasurer Lyndal on 3398 6680 or by email: 
damien_and_lyndal@iinet.net.au  Over the Sundays after the AGM will 
be an opportunity to renew your giving. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Stay in Touch – www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

Contact Details & Service Times:  
 

Service Times 

Sunday  & Weekday Services  
Sunday  8am Family Service. 9.30am Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday  10am Mass at Camp Hill 
 

Contact Details 
mailbag@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
(07) 3398-5944, 0418 177 785,     The Safe Ministry Statement 

  On the Notice Board 

CENTRES 
101 Watson Street Camp Hill QLD 4152 (Parish Postal Address) 
40 Agnew street Norman Park                                          

 

 
 

Transfiguration of the Lord 
Russian Ikon Early 18th Century 

Image on sale from The Temple Gallery London 
www.templegallery.com 
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