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Third Sunday of Lent
8am Combined Service for the AGM

'Sir, leave the tree for this year and | shall
cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it

Welcome. Repentance: We gather as our Lord’s brothers and sisters and
together we hear our Lord reminding us of the need for repentance in the
Lenten season. It may be helpful to know that the New Testament word
for repentance means is a turning of heart and mind back towards the
Kingdom of Heaven. to balance our need to repent is the image of the
patient gardener giving an unfruitful tree more time — we are the tree and
we need Jesus the gardener to tend us.

Chile & Haiti: The Gospel reading also makes a reference to natural
disasters, which is certainly up to date with many in our state are
suffering severe difficulties from flooding. The Roma rectory has been
flooded, but the Charleville church & rectory escaped. Fr Charlie &
Melissa Murry has been accommodating the Catholic priest who was
flooded. These communities will survive as they have in the past and they
know that the water will restore the land. By contrast Haiti and now Chile
are suffering devastation beyond our imagining. Again, ABM is the way to
send money to the world-wide Anglican network of agencies.

Church of the Transfiguration - Norman Park

Well, the day finally arrived and now the Church has been closed as a
place of worship. Even though we have been well prepared, the reading
of the Archbishop’s Deed of Closure was an irrevocable blow. Many
thanks to those who prepared for this day over the last weeks, especially:
Pat Bowman, Val Burton, John Wood, Alistair & Janelle Read and for all
those who brought a plate — Thank you.

Movie Jesus Christ Superstar see page 12
2 Weeks to Go. Tickets on sale today.
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Teaching& comments by Fr Martyn

Anger & the Cross of Christ

The first part of the Gospel reading today has some difficulties for modern
readers. Our Lord rightly states that God does not create a collapsing
tower or an atrocity by Pontius Pilate or any other accidents and disasters
as a ‘payback’ for our sins. St Julian of Norwich says we wrongfully project
our anger and attitudes upon God and attribute our vengeful wrath to
Him. Yet, in the Gospel reading Jesus goes onto say to his listeners, “But |
tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!” which can
make us feel a bit uncomfortable - but what does he mean?

The problem is that we really want is a Jesus who agrees with everyone
and everything — and it would make things so nice because we like the
Jesus of little children and lambs. We want a Jesus without his holy anger,
without the hardness of truth and costly genuine love. However, this is
not the real Jesus as he is depicted in the Scriptures. A concept of the
Gospel that fails to convey the reality of Christ’s anger at sin, hypocrisy
and lies, which moved him to overturn the money tables in the Temple - is
a pitiable caricature. Our Lord’s forgiveness of sinners is something quite
different from weak indulgence. His forgiveness is demanding and
requires both parties, the one who forgives and the one who is forgiven,
to do so with all their minds and hearts. A Jesus who is so broad-minded
that he sanctions everything is a Jesus that does not need a cross, for such
a Jesus would not need the torment of the cross to save humanity.
Modern liberal theology has increasingly banished the cross from Christian
thought and has reinterpreted it as just an unfortunate mistake by Pilate
and Caiaphas or at worse, a nasty political event. The cross as
reconciliation, as a means of forgiving and saving, is incompatible with a
certain modern mode of thought and we are seeing the EU and some
governments wanting to banish the cross and crucifix from public view.
Only when we understand the relationship between truth and love can
the cross be revealed as the love and compassion of Christ and his anger
at the destructiveness of evil and sin. You see, forgiveness has to do with
truth. That is why it requires the Son's cross and our conversion.
Forgiveness is, in fact, the restoration of truth, the renewal of our being,
and the vanquishing every sin that keeps us separate from him.
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Community Announcements

Next Sunday: Walking Group
3pm Sunday 14 March. Meet at 3pm at the rotunda in the park off Oxford
Street- our usual meeting place.

Wednesdays in Lent
Eucharist at 10am, fo_IIowed by a morning teas
Lent Study 7.30pm O 4 E A JTie préctice of the hand, mind & heart.

Hot Cross Buns & Pie Drive: Order close on Sun 14t March
All sorts of goodies available. Pick up your order form today.

The Passover Celebration with the Bulimba Parish
6pm Sunday 28 March at the Bulimba Parish Hall

An introduction to the events of Holy Week & the Last Supper.
Please RSVP in the folder.

Prayer Circle for the Parish

If you would like to join please speak to Wayne & Robyn Elliott, Rita
Singleton or Viv Cowie. If you know of anyone who needs our prayers
please let us know.

"Jesus Christ Superstar” Movie & '70's Night
Screening at the Camp Hill Church
Saturday 20 March 7pm with & 1970's food & drinks at the intermission
TICKETS NOW ON SALE Cost $5 for ages 12yrs & up
Time to breakout the body shirts, caftans & platform heels!!
Prize for best outfit.
Please invite family & friends for a fun night that promotes Easter
WE DO NEED YOUR HELP & SUPPORT
Sat afternoon & with supper, etc on the night. Also if parishioners can't
attend but would like to support the event monetary donations would be
appreciated to cover the cost of the screen rights ($55) & to buy food &
drink for the supper.
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