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The Call of the Lord to Matthew the Tax Collector 
 

“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 

 
 

Reflecting on and Living the Gospel 
Christ, for us, is the embodiment of the Kingdom. This 
is what we are talking about when we use that 
technical Christian term incarnate – in the flesh. This is 
what John in his first letter defines and describes: “ 
What was from the beginning, what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we looked 
upon and touched with our hands concerns the Word 
of life-- for the life was made visible; we have seen it 
and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life 
that was with the Father and was made visible to us”.  
Now today’s Gospel reading, about the call of 
Matthew the tax collector, is the living out and the 
consequences of God coming to us in Jesus. His very 
presence brings is a healing that touches lives and 
changes them. In fact this impact is repeated over and 
over again in the Gospels: A Father’s faith, bordering 
on desperation, clings on, just enough, to believe that 
Jesus can make his daughter well. A woman plucks up 
just enough courage to reach a fingertip to the hem of 
Jesus’ garment. Tax collectors, sinners, outcasts in 
today’s reading find just enough self-respect to come 
and sit at table with Jesus. Every approach to him, 
however tentative, opens the door to new life. That is 
available to us now, today as, again, we gather around 
the Table of the Lord to receive his compassion, love 
and acceptance. 
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Matthew or Levi? 
In today’s gospel reading the tax collector is called Matthew, but 
the same story in Mark and Luke the tax collector is called Levi! We 
assume they are one and the same person. In the Mediterranean 
world of the Roman Empire it was quite common to have a name 
that comes to you through your family and culture and another for 
life and business in the Empire. We find that with the Apostle Paul 
also known by the name of Saul. Such double names are common 
in Singapore, where many Chinese have a traditional name and 
another ‘Western’ name for work. 
However, there is another significance to Matthew’s name. In the 
Greek of the New Testament the word for disciple is mathetes – it 
is possible that Matthew’s name is a play on the Greek word for 
disciple. In the call of Mathew to be a disciple we see his response 
as the pattern of all discipleship. 

 
No tallying, 

No weighing of options, 

No finalizing important business; 

Matthew simply 

got up 
 

and followed 

Jesus. 
 

Lord, 

your call echoes all around us 

in the times, places and proceedings of our lives. 

 

Show us how to 

let go 

 

and find the sacred 

hovering there 

for us. 
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Admission to Communion, Admission to the Anglican Church 
& Confirmation. 

Please take a form today so that preparation may begin soon. 
Adults who wish to be admitted to the Anglican Church or 
Confirmed will be given a series of studies to read with 
occasional meetings. The study is called “This is our Faith” and 
will approximately cost $20.The young will have a booklet 
called “Faith Confirmed”, which will be over $20, but the 
precise cost is unknown at this stage. The young to be 
confirmed will meet on a regular basis. 
In all cases evidence of Baptism is required for those not 
baptised at Camp Hill or Norman Park 
 
 

Only five weeks to go  

Trash & Treasure and Breakfast BBQ 
Saturday 12 July 8am at Camp Hill. 
Sort through your wanted items for sale 

Also needed 
Donations of clean plastic shopping bags,  

packets of paper napkins & sticky labels (for price tags) 

 
 

Fr Martyn and Catherine away on holidays  
From Sunday 22 June to around 9 or 10 July. This will be the first proper 
holidays they have had since they have been in the parish.  
Fr Tom Sullivan, the chaplain of Cannon Hill Anglican College has agreed 
to take most of the services during that time. As we will be linking up 
with the students of CHAC in August and again in October for two special 
services this will be a good opportunity to deepen those links. 
 
 



Synod of the Diocese 
The Synod is like a parliament for our Diocese, which meets 
under the presidency of our Archbishop. This year it will run 
from Friday 20 to Sunday 22 June. The Synod is an 
opportunity for every parish, through its representatives, to 
vote on legislation, to hear the reports of various agencies. It 
also provides an opportunity to scrutinise. The Archbishop 
also must receive and answer questions without notice. 
Sometimes there is very hard and sharp criticism. All of this 
helps in the health, governance and good order of the 
Diocese. It also acts with the other Dioceses throughout 
Australia to maintain the unity of the Anglican Church 
throughout the land. This is especially true in the difficult area 
of child protection and ensuring that unsuitable clergy and 
church workers do not drift from one part of the church to 
another and avoid the consequences of their behaviour. Val 
Burton and Viv Cowie are our reps to Synod. 
 

Will Power -Bequest for the Parish  

I give and bequeath the sum of $...(or the rest and residue of my estate) to 

The Corporation of the Synod of the Diocese of Brisbane for the general 

charitable and religious purposes of the Parish of Eastern Hills Anglicans 

(Camp Hill with Norman Park) and the receipt of the Diocesan Registrar 

shall be a sufficient discharge to my Executor or Trustee. 

 
www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

Regular Sunday Services 
8am Family Service 

Easy to follow PowerPoint Service 
with Crèche & Sunday School 

9.30am Sung Eucharist 

Contact Details 
mailbag@easternhillsanglicans.com.au  or 
rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

(07) 3398-5944, 0418 177 785 

 
Centres 
101 Watson Street Camp Hill QLD 4152 (Parish Postal Address) 
40 Agnew street Norman Park 

 
Hall Bookings  Go to our web page     
   www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
   check the Hall Bookings Calendar for availability 
   and then E-mail request to: 
   rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
Wardens:   Damien Colbert 3398 6680, Alistair Read 3899 0967 

   E-mails: damien_and_lyndal@iinet.net.au,  

                  afread99@yahoo.com.au 
Treasurer:   Lyndal Colbert same as Damien Colbert 
 

 
COPYRIGHT DETAILS FOR:WORSHIP BOOKS & THE SUNDAY HYMNS & SONGS, READINGS 

FOR THE MASS & INFORMATION SHEET & POWERPOINT PRESENATION 
Any items reproduced are for the worship purposes of Eastern Hills Anglicans.  

Not for sale or reproduced. 
Worship Licenses: CAL (Copyright Agency Limited) Worship Licence W 2143.CCLI (Christian Copyright 

Licensing International). Church Copyright Licence 204661. Broughton Publishing Worship Licence 
2008/279 for the text of A Prayer Book for Australia. Broughton Publishing 1995. 

Acknowledgements for material allowed to be used for worship and not for profit 
Bible Versions: New American Bible Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the U.S.A, 2nd typical 

edition, Copyright © 2001, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
Occasional poetry on the readings from The Centre for Liturgy of St Louis University, USA 
Clip Art Publications: Free clip art by Hermanaleon, Franscicanos de Cruz Blanca, Spain. 

Purchased clip art from: Sundays & Solemnities by Liturgy Training Publications, USA.  
Living Liturgy by Liturgical Press Collegeville www.litpress.org 

Additional Copyright Material for this Week 
God it was who said to Abraham: © 1989 The Iona Community. Psalm 50: © 1998 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 

The Lord is my Light: © Taizé Community. A Touching Place: © WGRG, The Iona Community. 
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