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Festival of the Conversion 

of the Apostle Paul 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God, who from my mother's womb 

had set me apart and called me through his grace, 

was pleased to reveal his Son to me, 

so that I might proclaim him to the Gentiles, 

 

 

Saint Paul the Apostle to the Nations 
 

Early Life 
It is believed that Paul was about 10 years younger than the Lord and 
born around 8AD. He was born to a devout Jewish family in the 
important town of Tarsus (now SE Turkey). The family may have been 
taken there as prisoners of war by the Romans in 66BC. He was given 
the Jewish name of Saul and the Roman name Paul (his father, 
probably was given freedom and Roman citizenship, wished to show his 
gratitude to the Pauli family). Paul, as an adolescent, or his whole 
family, returned Jerusalem where he had a higher education in the 
Jewish faith under the great Gamaliel I ‘the Elder’ in the tradition of the 
Pharisees. He was obviously an outstanding student and came to the 
notice of the High Priestly families. There is an indication he was close 
to the Sanhedrin (the high court and parliament). He certainly was 
given a commission by the High Priest to persecute Christians. This 
began with the death of Saint Stephen the Deacon (Acts 7:58). 
 

Conversion  
His life was changed in the midst of his persecution of the Church when 
he met the Risen Lord. The one he despised as a false prophet and a 
deceiver of the Jewish people met him on the road to Damascus. It is 
probably a bit misleading to think of this event as a conversion. Saint 
Paul did not change his religion. What changed was his acceptance of 
Jesus as the true Messiah of his faith, the descendant of King David and 
the fulfiller of the Law and the Prophets.  
 

Teaching  

Paul’s great insight is that the degrading Roman death of crucifixion, 
which was supposed to put an end to Jesus, was, in fact, God at work in 
the world. This resurrection changed everything – including how he 
understanding of his faith. The cross was God going to the utter ends of 
human weakness and death to change and transform it. It was a new 
beginning – a new creation. His second insight was that this crucified 
and risen Christ was a life and event for all people and nations – not 
just the Jewish people. His third great insight was that, if all people are 
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saved by Christ’s life, teaching and life-giving death then it was possible 
to be a Christian without first becoming a Jew. For this reason he was 
called the Apostle to the Gentiles (Nations). 
 

Missionary  

On that basis began to proclaim Christ to all people in the Eastern 
Mediterranean world. He began in what is now present day Lebanon, 
Turkey, Cyprus and Greece. He had plans to go to Rome and then onto 
Spain. However, his former associates in the Jewish world did not like 
Paul the Christian and set about having him assassinated. Instead he 
used his Roman citizenship to outsmart them and won an appeal to 
have his case tried by the Roman Emperor. Unfortunately for him the 
Emperor was the homicidal maniac Nero! However, his long waiting for 
a trial was put to good use in deepening the faith of Christians in Rome. 
Paul, like the Apostle Peter, was martyred in Rome 
 

Paul the Writer  
Paul has become well known to us because of the letters he wrote to 
local churches (seven in the New Testament are undoubtedly 
recognized to be authentic his, in the strict sense of the term – others 
have been inspired by his teaching). His Letters represent an 
extraordinary source of information for us. He is also well known by the 
description of his life by Luke in the Acts of the Apostles.  
 

Paul one like us 
All the first Apostles were chosen by the Lord during the time of his 
earthly life. They knew the Lord and were his chosen leaders: but not 
Paul. Paul never walked or talked with Jesus on the dusty roads of 
Palestine. In that sense Paul is like all of us. Paul, however, did meet 
the Risen Lord. We too are only Christians if we encounter Christ, even 
if he does not reveal himself to us as clearly and irresistibly as he did to 
Paul. Yet we can also encounter Christ in reading Holy Scripture, in 
prayer, and in the Eucharist and the liturgical life of the Church - touch 
Christ's heart and feel that Christ touches ours. And it is only in this 
personal relationship with Christ, in this meeting with the Risen One, 
that we are truly Christian with Paul the Apostle who set out to change 
us for Christ. 

Ash Wednesday 25th February 
The Beginning of Lent. 

Mass with the giving of Ashes 
Camp Hill 7am, 10am, 7.30pm 
Cathedral 7am, 12noon, 6pm 

 

Lent Study: “Grace to You’ 
Once again we will have a joint venture Lent studies with 

Saint James Catholic Parish, Coorparoo 
On offer studies at our Parish is: 

Tuesday 10am and Wednesday 7.30pm for one hour approx. 
At St Stephens Thursday 7.30pm Friday: 8.45am – 10am 

The study Books will cost around $9 each. 
RSVP in the folder indicating which group you will go to. 

 

Walking Group 2009 
We will commence our walking group on Sunday 1 March at 3pm, 
when the hot weather of Brisbane will, hopefully be more temperate.  
 

Deacon’s Retreat & Ordination 
The Archbishop has asked Fr Martyn to conduct the retreat for the 
ordination of Deacons. The retreat will be held at St Francis College 
from Wednesday 18 to Saturday 21, when the ordination will take 
place at the Cathedral. You prayers Fr Martyn would be appreciated as 
he prepares for the retreat. 
One of those to be ordained will be Greg Loumeau who will come and 
assist in the Parish to replace Miriam. 
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The Parish AGM Sunday 22 February 

8am Mass, Morning Tea, AGM, BBQ 
Annual reports need to be finished by Thursday 12 February for 
distribution on Sunday 15 February. The AGM will proceed on the 
basis that the reports have been read by the participants and will be 
tabled with an opportunity for questions. 
To speak at an AGM, vote, or stand for office is only open to those who 
are on the Electoral of the Parish. This is a constitutional requirement 
of the Anglican Diocese of Brisbane. Our worship and activities are 
open to all Christian people – but the governance and trusteeship of 
each parish and of the Diocese by the annual Synod is not; hence, the 
requirement of the Electoral Roll, which is quite distinct from a list of 
worshippers. The Parish Electoral Roll is on display at the back of the 
church. Please check that your name appears on that roll. Forms to go 
on the Electoral Roll are available in the folder. 
 

AGM & Serving the Parish? 
The Wardens and Parish Council are an integral part of our parish life. 
The parish is not run by Fr Martyn – but by a team of parishioners who 
give their time and energies freely. An AGM gives an opportunity to 
renew that team with new insights and skills by electing and appointing 
new members. 
 

Thanksgiving Sunday 
In preparation for the AGM and our annual budget we will have a 
Thanksgiving Sunday to renew and review our giving to the Parish. Our 
Wardens will speak at our Sunday worship. 
 

Movember Appeal 
Many thanks – we raised $370 – a great effort. 
And no! Fr Martyn is not shaving his head. 
 

Giant Garage Sale for Chaplaincy 
A Giant Garage Sale will be held at the Church of Christ, 18 Third Street, 
Camp Hill on Saturday, February 7, starting at the ungodly hour of 
6am!! Funds raised will go to the Chaplaincy Program at Camp Hill State 
Infants and Primary School. Information:? Helen O’Brien on 3395 0321. 
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Regular Sunday Services 
8am Family Service 

Easy to follow PowerPoint Service with Crèche & Sunday School 

9.30am Sung Eucharist 
Contact Details 
mailbag@easternhillsanglicans.com.au  or rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au,  
(07) 3398-5944,   0418 177 785 
Centres  101 Watson Street Camp Hill QLD 4152 (Parish Postal Address) 
   40 Agnew street Norman Park 
Hall Bookings  Go to our web page     
   www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
   check the Hall Bookings Calendar for availability 
    and then E-mail request to: 
   rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
Wardens:   Damien Colbert 3398 6680, Alistair Read 3899 0967 
   E-mails: damien_and_lyndal@iinet.net.au,  
                  afread99@yahoo.com.au 
Treasurer:   Lyndal Colbert same as Damien Colbert 

 

 
COPYRIGHT DETAILS FOR: WORSHIP BOOKS & THE SUNDAY HYMNS & SONGS, READINGS 

FOR THE MASS & INFORMATION SHEET & POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
Any items reproduced are for the worship purposes of Eastern Hills Anglicans.  

Not for sale or reproduced.  
Worship Licenses: CAL (Copyright Agency Limited) Worship Licence W 2143.CCLI (Christian Copyright 

Licensing International). Church Copyright Licence 204661. Broughton Publishing Worship Licence 
2009/279 for the text of A Prayer Book for Australia. Broughton Publishing 1995. 

The Hymns & Worship Songs of Canterbury Press Electronic Texts. License Number 1301 
 

Acknowledgements for material allowed to be used for worship and not for profit 
Bible Versions: New American Bible Lectionary for Mass, 2nd typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
 

Occasional poetry on the readings, The Centre for Liturgy of St Louis University, USA. 
 

Occasional items from Common Worship, copyright The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 
Printed for local non-commercial reproductions in printed form which comply with the conditions for use 

set out in the A brief Guide for Liturgical Copyright, third edition, p 6. 
 

Clip Art Publications: Free clip art by Hermanaleon, Franscicanos de Cruz Blanca, Spain. 
Purchased clip art: Sundays & Solemnities by Liturgy Training Publications, USA.  

Living Liturgy by Order of Saint Benedict, Liturgical Press Collegeville www.litpress.org 
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