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www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

 

Community Information 
 

Sunday 3 February 2008 
 

The Presentation of Christ  
in the Temple 

 

Candlemas 
 

Welcome to Today’s Festival 
Today’s festival of the Presentation concludes the Advent (the four Sundays 

before Christmas), Christmas and Epiphany (the last three Sundays) seasons. It is 
the last celebration about the Christ Child as he is presented 40 days after 
his birth in the Temple at Jerusalem. It gathers together culminates all the 
themes of the three seasons of: waiting, preparation, God-in-the-flesh, 
revelation and manifestation. This is all brought together as the old priest 
Simeon receives the Child from Mary. At that moment Simeon has revealed 
to him the identity of the Child in his arms. He also sees it as the culmination 
of his life and vocation - and that of his people as he proclaims: 
 

 Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:* 
 your word has been fulfilled. 
 My own eyes have seen the salvation* 
 which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 
 A light to reveal you to the nations* 
 and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

For Gospel writer Luke this becomes his most important story about the 
birth of Jesus, as this story clearly identifies the life and teaching of the adult 
Christ as the Lord for all people. The Early Church used the oracle of Simeon 
in it prayers for night-time. It was also used as a prayer of thanksgiving for 
receiving into our hands and into our lives the Bread of the Eucharist. We 
too are always to receive Christ as the one who is our joy, fulfilment & 
completion. Like Simeon, we are to proclaim Christ at every stage of our life 
– even in our dying. (Lƴ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ {ƛƳŜƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿn 
by its Latin translation that begins, άbǳƴŎ 5ƛƳƛǘǘƛǎέΦ) 
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Entrance Hymn        IH15 – Tune: Blaenwern 
 
1 Oh, the wonder of the ages,  

God is held in mortal hands, 
offered in an earthly temple 
to fulfil the law's demands! 
With what grace, immortal Being 
shares our flesh and draws our breath, 
by his life true life imparting, 
by his death, destroying death. 

 
2 Lord, transform our earthly temples 

with your covenant of grace, 
make us ready for your coming, 
fit to stand before your face.  
By your own refining presence, 
come to purify and bless, 
that our lives may be an off'ring 
full of truth and righteousness. 

 
3 Come, then, Lord, in grace and judgement, 

shaming all our greed and pride, 
to the broken and exploited, 
all the world has cast aside. 
Come, your very self to offer 
to the greatest and the least, 
then present us to the Father, 
Christ, our brother, Saviour, Priest. 
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Reading I            Malachi 3:1-4 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi 
 
Thus says the Lord God: 
Lo, I am sending my messenger 
to prepare the way before me; 
And suddenly there will come to the temple 
the Lord whom you seek, 
And the messenger of the covenant whom you desire. 
Yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 
But who will endure the day of his coming? 
And who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like the refiner's fire, 
or like the fuller's lye. 
He will sit refining and purifying silver, 
and he will purify the sons of Levi, 
Refining them like gold or like silver 
that they may offer due sacrifice to the Lord. 
Then the sacrifice of Judah and Jerusalem 
will please the Lord, 
as in the days of old, as in years gone by.  
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 24 
 
The response to the psalm is: 

 
 
1 O gates, lift up your heads; 

grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the King of Glory! 

 
2 Who is the King of Glory? 

The Lord, the mighty, the valiant, 
the Lord, the valiant in war. 

 
3 O gates, lift high your heads; 

grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the King of Glory! 

 
4 Who is he, the King of Glory? 

He, the Lord of armies, 
he is the King of Glory. 

 
 
Reading II         Hebrews 2:14-18 
 
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 
 
Since the children share in blood and flesh, 
Jesus likewise shared in them, 
that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the Devil, 
and free those who through fear of death 
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had been subject to slavery all their life. 
Surely he did not help angels 
but rather the descendants of Abraham; 
therefore, he had to become like his brothers and sisters 
in every way, 
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest before God 
to expiate the sins of the people. 
Because he himself was tested through what he suffered, 
he is able to help those who are being tested. 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
Hymn before gospel           MFT1p22 – Taizé Community 
 
 Nunc dimittis servum tuum Domine, 

secundum verbum tuum in pace. 
 
 Let your servant now go in peace, O Lord, 

now go in peace according to your word. 
 
 (Repeat as necessary) 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel                Luke 2:22-40 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 

\  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
When the days were completed for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, 
Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem  
to present him to the Lord, 
just as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, 
and to offer the sacrifice of 
a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, 
in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 
This man was righteous and devout, 
awaiting the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he should not see death 
before he had seen the Christ of the Lord.  
He came in the Spirit into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus 
to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, 
he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: 
"Now, Master, you may let your servant go  
in peace, according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and glory for your people Israel." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7              Eastern Hills Anglicans: One Community – Two Ways of Worshipping 

The child's father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
"Behold, this child is destined 
for the fall and rise of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be contradicted 
–and you yourself a sword will pierce– 
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years, 
having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, 
and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She never left the temple, 
but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. 
And coming forward at that very time, 
she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child 
to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favour of God was upon him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 
Acclamation after the Gospel                   MFT1p100 – Taizé Community 
 

 (Jubilate Deo = Rejoice in God) 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
         (Repeat as necessary) 
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Offertory Hymn       (arr David Haas) 
 
1 My soul is filled with joy 

as I sing to God my Saviour. 
you have looked upon your servant, 
you have visited your people. 

 
 And holy is your name, 

through all generations! 
Everlasting is your mercy 
to the people you have chosen, 
and Holy is your name. 

 
2 I am lowly as a child, 

but I know from this day forward 
that my name will be remembered, 
for all will call me blessed. 

 
3 I proclaim the pow'r of God, 

you do marvels for your servants; 
though you scatter the proud-hearted, 
and destroy the might of princes. 

 
4 To the hungry you give food, 

send the rich away empty. 
In your mercy you are mindful 
of the people you have chosen. 

 
5 In your love you now fulfil 

what you promised to your people. 
I will praise you Lord, my saviour, 
everlasting is your mercy. 
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Post-Communion Hymn    HSNWp76 – Tune: Ode to Joy 

      Words adapted by M Hope & V Burton 

To the temple, eight days young, 
Christ came for ritual blessing, 
opening wide an old man's eyes 
and set his lips confessing, 
"This baby, in my arms, 
shall suffer earth's offences, 
He will light the way to heaven 
and shatter smug pretences." 

 

2 In the temple, twelve years old,  
He sat among the sages, 
questions flew, the insights dawned 
on folk of different ages. 
To his parents, stunned to see 
their son his faith defending, 
He did say, "My father's work 
is what I am attending." 

 

3 In the temple, later still, 
He saw unchecked extortion, 
whip in hand and foot on stalls  
He scattered doves and fortune. 
"This temple has become 
a sanctuary for thieving. 
Its right purposes restore 
for prayer and for believing." 

 

4 What shall we ask Christ today 
in line with His intentions -  
fill the Church with rage or prayer, 
blest babes or children's questions? 
Let us pray for all of these 
and cease to be selective; 
many are the means by which 
Christ makes his Church effective. 
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COPYRIGHT DETAILS FOR:WORSHIP BOOKS & THE SUNDAY HYMNS & SONGS, READINGS FOR THE MASS & 
INFORMATION SHEET & POWERPOINT PRESENATION 

Any resources reproduced are only for the worship purposes of Eastern Hills Anglicans 
& are not for sale or to be further copied. 

Worship Licenses 
CAL (Copyright Agency Limited) Worship Licence W 2143.CCLI (Christian Copyright Licensing International)  

Church Copyright Licence 204661. Broughton Publishing Worship Licence 2008/279 for the text of  
A Prayer Book for Australia. Broughton Publishing 1995. 

Acknowledgements for material allowed to be used for worship and not for profit 
Bible Versions: New American Bible Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the U.S.A, 2nd typical edition, 

Copyright © 2001, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
Occasional poetry on the readings from The Centre for Liturgy of St Louis University, USA 

Clip Art Publications 
Free clip art by Hermanaleon, Franscicanos de Cruz Blanca, Spain.  

Purchased clip art from: Sundays & Solemnities by Liturgy Training Publications, USA. Living Liturgy by Liturgical  
Additional Copyright Material for this Week 

Celtic Alleluia (chorus only): © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll & Christopher Walker 
To the temple, eight days young: © 1987 The Iona Community (adaptation by M Hope & V Burton) 

Oh, the wonder of the ages: © 2002 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 
Nunc dimittis: © Taizé Community 

 

Starting in 2008 on the Second & Fourth     
 Wednesdays of the Month  
    Beginning 13 February 
      7.30pm at Norman Park  

 
 

Next Wednesday 6 February: Ash Wednesday 
Mass at Camp Hill: 7am, 10am. 7.30pm with hymns. 

Cathedral services at: 7am, 12.30pm and 6pm 
 

Lent Study Groups Begin Next Week 
The Norman Park group meet 7.30pm Tuesday 5 February 

 

Confirmation, First Communion, and Being Received into the 
Anglican Church. Sunday 14 September 
¶ Bishop Geoff Smith will preside at our worship that day to do all 

these rites of admission. 

¶ Applications will be available after Easter. 
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Parish Thanksgiving Dinner & AGM 
 

6pm Saturday 16 February at Norman Park 
 

¶ Please RSVP if you are coming 

¶ Please the apology sheet if you are not coming as this forms part of 
the minutes of the AGM. 

 

Catering for Parish Thanksgiving Dinner 

¶ The dinner will be a Gourmet BBQ, we ask those attending to 
contribute a salad or dessert.  

¶ Copies of suggested recipes are available; please indicate your choice 
on the sheet provided. 

¶ Wine will also be available for sale. 

¶ Also workers will be needed on to help with the setting up etc. 
 

AGM Reports 
¶ Available on our web page www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 

¶ Printed copies available today for those who requested them. 
 

Parish Electoral Roll 
To stand for office, speak and vote at the AGM requires you to formally sign 
up on the Parish Electoral Roll - sign up now – or check to see you are on it.  
 

Candidates for Parish Council & Synod 
¶ Nomination papers need to be in now – today for publication next 

week. 

¶ We also need one more Synod representative. The appointment is 
for three years and requires attending the Synod (Church parliament) 
for two and a half days each year, around the third weekend of June. 

 

Sermons on the Web Page! www.easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
If there is not enough horror on your regular TV programmes you can now 
go to our web page and see last Sunday’s sermon. The parental lockout 
software is recommended. – Thanks to Alistair Reid who is experimenting 
with this new facility. 
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Renewal of our Planned Giving 
This is the bread and butter of our finances and for our growth. Last 
year, after our Planned Growth Mission with Ron Cameron, we had an 
increase of $14,000. So there is a lot to be grateful for. 
However, this is really been a catch up process of the previous years of 
decline in both numbers attending and in giving. 
Giving that is thought through, planned, and consistent is what really 
works for the Parish. 
Planned Giving can be done through the envelope system, or by direct 
debit into the Parish accounts. For direct debits Speak to the Parish 
Treasurer Lyndal on 3398 6680 or by email: 
damien_and_lyndal@iinet.net.au    
Over the Sundays after the AGM will be an opportunity to renew your 
giving. 
 
 
 

 

Stay in Touch - Contact Details & Service Times:  
 

Service Times 

Sunday  & Weekday Services  
Sunday  8am Family Service.  

9.30am Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday  10am Mass at Camp Hill 
 

Contact Details 
mailbag@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
rector@easternhillsanglicans.com.au 
(07) 3398-5944, 0418 177 785,     The Safe Ministry Statement 

  On the Notice Board 
 

CENTRES 
101 Watson Street Camp Hill QLD 4152 (Parish Postal Address) 
40 Agnew street Norman Park                                          
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